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Above: An artistôs concept of the Pentagon Memorial 

shows how the park will commemorate all of the victims 

of the tragedy of 9/11 at the Pentagon by having a bench-

like unit represent each of those who lost their lives that 

day. Below: The park-like setting gives visitors an oppor-

tunity to reflect on the tragedy in a peaceful environment. 

The Memorial opened to the public in the late summer of 

2008.  

 The Homeland Security students from 

Meade High School will travel to Arlington, Vir-

ginia, just outside Washington, DC, on October 31 

to visit and experience the newly opened Pentagon 

Memorial to the victims of the 9/11 attack by ter-

rorists, who flew an airplane into one of the five 

sides of the building.  

 The Memorial is a very unique design. It 

is intended to honor each of the victims of that day 

in a very special way. According to the Memo-

rialôs website: 

     

 ñA MEMORIAL PARK is inscribed with 184 ME-

MORIAL UNITS. Each unit is dedicated to an individ-

ual victim ï its placement and place within the collec-

tive field a unique instance. This highly specific and 

qualitatively objective organizational strategy yields 

seemingly random results. The field is organized as a 

timeline of the victimsô ages, spanning from Dana Fal-

kenberg, 3 years old, to John D. Yamnicky, age 71. 

While each memorial unit locates itself on its respec-

tive age line, the units are then organized by birth date 

along the age line. Inherent tendencies ï the clustering 

of certain age groups, the gap between the children and 

adults ï are clearly evident and meaningful, though 

infinitely interpretive.ò 

 

 Another unique feature of the Memorial is 

the fact that 59 memorials face in one direction 

while 125 face the other-thus distinguishing those 

victims on Flight 77 from those victims in the 

Pentagon.  

 The field trip to the Pentagon is just the 

first of many planned for the HS students. Trips to 

BWI airport, MEMA, and the Port of Baltimore 

are in the works.    



 

      

   Homeland Security Speakersô Series Kicks Off 

          With Stories of Afghanistan Insurgents 

 Special Agent Michael Earner of the Fort Meade Criminal Investigations Division kicked off 

the Homeland Security Signature Programôs Speakersô Series by talking to the students in Ms. Tina 

Edlerôs Explorations classes on October 14.  

 Speaking to a very interested audience, Agent Earner spoke about his experiences fighting in-

surgents in Afghanistan shortly after the war there began. Agent Earner talked about the highs and 

lows of a soldier stationed overseas, fighting an elusive enemy. The agent focused on how the sol-

diers were able to mostly successfully complete their mission of ridding Afghanistan of terrorist or-

ganizations, although, as he said, the fight is not over.  

 Special Agent Earner was the first in what the Program hopes is a long list of guest speakers 

associated with the field of Homeland Security. Future topics include: bioterrorism, domestic vs. in-

ternational terrorism, National security, disease control, food safety, and many others. Four more 

speakers each month are scheduled for November and December.  

 The Homeland Security Program at Meade is always looking for guest speakers to enhance the 

studentsô educational experiences. If there are any interested persons in the Homeland Security re-

lated field who would like to ñtell their storiesò to the Meade Homeland Security students, please 

contact Tina Edler (eedler@aacps.org) or Bill Sheppard (wsheppard@aacps.org) at 410-674-7710.   

Far Right: Agent Michael Earner tells about his experi-

ences fighting insurgents in Afghanistan. Agent Earner 

also brought a slide show and photos of his experiences. 

He is currently a special agent for the Criminal Investiga-

tion Division on Ft. Meade. 

Below left: One of the colorfully decorated uniquely Af-

ghan trucks. They were not always as friendly as they 

looked. Center: A U.S. soldier prepares for action after 

dark by checking out his night vision goggles prior to go-

ing on a patrol.  
Below right: American soldiers proceed cautiously as they 

prepare to check out a house built on a hill  that may or may 

not be inhabited by friendly Afghans. Terrorists are sometimes 

hard to identify . 


