~~~Theatre Arts I~~~
Meets 2 Required Fine Arts Credit
Course Syllabus

In this semester long course, students in Theatre Arts I apply five key questions
to their study of theatre as a collaborative art form. Students explore and answer the
questions What is theatre?, How has theatre evolved?, How is theatre a collaborative
art?, What is good theatre?, and How does theatre affect and change us? by studying
exemplary models of contemporary theatre, working together with peers, and entering
different roles in the theatre experience. Students read and improve their
understanding of contemporary drama, analyze literary themes, structures, and details,
and use applications in acting, directing/producing, and technical theatre to produce
and present various theatrical activities. The Theatre Arts I curriculum uses the works
listed below for study because of their literary merit, as recognized by standard local,
national, literary, and educational sources. Their study in the high school classroom,
therefore, enables students to apply critical thinking processes to the realm of theatre
and beyond, and to work in a collaborative environment that will enrich their
understanding and develop a lifelong appreciation for the art form.

The Theatre Arts I course satisfies a %2 credit in the fine arts, and when combined
with the Theatre Arts II course prepares students to take the Maryland State High
School Assessment in Theatre.

Unit I: Exploration 8.5 weeks

Unit I, Exploration, introduces theatre as a truly collaborative art, with actors, directors,
producers, and technicians all working together to create a final theatrical experience.
This unit also allows students to develop a working vocabulary to be used throughout
the course as they deepen and expand their understanding of the various elements of
theatre.

Unit II: Preparation for Performance 8.5 weeks

Unit II, Preparation for Performance allows the students to put into practice the skills
presented in Unit I by focusing on how each of the theatrical collaborators prepares to
work with a dramatic text. Using the anchor text, Neil Simon’s Lost in Yonkers, this unit
focuses on the preparation required of all members of a theatre company to bring a
theatrical performance to the point of rehearsal, and a performance.

Unit III: Theatre History 1 week

Unit III, ThestreHistory, provides the students with the opportunity to research different
eras, styles, cultures, and aspects of theatre throughout history. It will culminate in a
student written presentation and performance reflecting this knowledge.



THEATRE ARTS I
Ms. Meredith - Room C206

dmeredith@aacps.org (410) 674-7710 (ext. 232)

Best times to reach me other than e-mail: [A-day 7:00 - 8:30] [B-day 10:30 - 12:00]

Class Expectations
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Arrive on time for class everyday.

Be seated before the bell rings and ready to begin work.
Be respectful and polite at all times.

Be prepared... bring to class:
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-- 1% inch three-ring binder with 4 subject dividers:
1) Playgoing Log
2) Acting Notes
3) Directing & Producing Notes
4) Technical Theatre Notes

-- 1 Folder to keep odd-sized, loose items, such as theatre programs,
ticket stubs, magazine illustrations, newspaper clippings, sketches, and
so on. These materials can be used for class reference, as sources for
ideas, or to form a collage.

-- Loose leaf paper, 2 blue/black pens & 2 sharp pencils with erasers
Class Format

Be prepared to be very busy for the FULL 86 MINUTES of this class! Each day will
include a variety of activities related to all aspects of theatre, such as reading, writing,
listening, and performing. Daily warm-up activities, journals, class participation class
work, homework, tests, quizzes, projects, and performances will be included in
evaluating student progress. ***Note: Participation and group projects are weighted
heavily towards your final grade. Be alert and ready to take the stage ©

Acadamic Integrity & Plagiarism

Cheating will not be tolerated under any circumstances

Talking during a test or quiz will result in a “zero” grade for all parties involved,
regardless of the topic of conversation.

% COPYING = CHEATING. Copied work will result in a “zero” grade for all
parties involved. Do your own work and think creatively!
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% The Meade Academic Honesty Policy is always in effect. However, Meade’s

English Department utilizes the website http://turnitin.com to actively pursue
plagiarism. Assignments of a questionable nature will be assessed using this
software.

Absences

Students: If you are absent from class, you MUST present a note from the office when
you return that classifies your absence as “EXCUSED” or “UNEXCUSED.”

Lateness/M ake-up Pdlicy

Homework is not accepted late, except in the case of excused absences or
tardies. Major papers and projects may be turned in one calendar day (24 hours)
late for one grade lower score.

All work missed as a result of an excused absence may be turned in late for full
credit.

All absent students have the same number of days absent to make up missed
work. Long-term assignments are due on the dates scheduled.

Late Work Pdlicy

Assignments must be turned in at the BEGINNING OF CLASS when homework
and/or projects are collected to be considered “on time.” Assignments are “late” if:
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Note:

The student forgets to bring the assignment to class.

The student leaves the assignment in a locker, car, another class, at home, etc.
The student is not paying attention and misses assignment collection.

The student arrives tardy to class and misses assignment collection.

The student tries to “catch up” forgotten assignment during instruction and
submits it later in the period.

In the event of an excused tardiness, it is the student’s responsibility to submit

homework and/or assignments immediately upon arrival to class. Homework is then
considered “on time.”

THEATRE ARTS I - GRADING POLICIES
Ms. Meredith



All paperwork must be handed to me directly. Any paper without a full name

and date at the heading will be disregarded. Your total quarter grade is based on a
series of POINTS that you earn with each assignment completed. You will have ample
opportunity to earn points and extra credit points during the two quarters.

A: 90-100 B: 80-89 C:70-79 D:60-69 E: 0-59

Weighted percentages:
% Participation/Performance 50%
% Group/Individual Projects 25%
% Tests/Quizzes 15%
% Class work/Homework 10%

Please note:

1.

2.

Grades are posted periodically in the classroom using ID numbers.
Detailed grade reports are printed by request only.

Students are strongly encouraged to keep all graded assignments and maintain
records of their grades.

Extra credit will be given in various ways, such as:
** Active participant and attendance in the Meade Drama Club
** Active participant in the Fall Play (Acting, Tech Crew, Promotion)
** Teacher-selected outside reading
** Teacher-selected writing compositions

Questions regarding specific grades should be brought to the teacher’s attention
immediately, at an appropriate time.

Non-participation during class or refusal to do performances will result in a
failing grade. No exceptions!



PARENT/STUDENT COMMITMENT
(Theatre Arts I - Fall Semester)
Ms. Meredith

We have read and understand the course syllabus, grading policies, and class
expectations including: the materials to be brought to class, academic integrity,
absence/tardiness policy, and late work.

Parent/Guardian (Please Print) Parent/Guardian Signature
Student (Please Print Full Name) Student Signature
Parents:

If you would like to be contacted periodically via e-mail regarding assignments and
updates, please CLEARLY PRINT your e-mail address on the line below:




