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In this yearlong course, students apply the question “What is the role of a journalist in a free society?” 
Four topics will be covered: Philosophy, Research and Backgrounding, Writing and Reporting, and 
Editing. They will use the Basic texts: Journalism Today and the Radical Write. They will also view 
scenes from three major motion pictures. Good Night and Good Luck, All the Presidents Men, and 
Absence of Malice.  
  
 
Unit 1:  Philosophy      
 
Students will study: 

• Role of the media 
• Journalistic Ethics 
• Journalism Law 
• History 

 
Unit 2:  Research and Backgrounding:  
 
Students will study 

• Interviewing 
• Research 
• Polling 

 
Unit 3:  Writing and Reporting:     
 
Students will study  

• News writing 
• Feature writing 
• Sports writing 
• In-depth reporting 
 

Unit 4:  Editing: 
 
Students will study 

• Copy editing 
• Photojournalism 
• Layout and design 
• Desktop Publishing 

 
 
 
 
 



Students will participate in a variety of independent and cooperative learning activities, including analysis 
of legal and ethical issues, Socratic Seminar, discussion of current events, writing in a variety of modes, 
editing and layout design projects using the basics of InDesign.  The course assessments include 
activities, homework, class assignments, quizzes and chapter tests. Note grammar and punctuation will 
adhere to Associated Press style manual even though English grammar books may indicate different 
punctuation.  
 
 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHY 
 
 Expectations for Journalism students are extremely high. Students are required to remain actively 
engaged in the learning process, challenging themselves at the highest level possible.  They are expected 
to attend class regularly, work both independently and cooperatively, complete all assignments on time, 
and expend their maximum effort to become independent learners.  The emphasis in Journalism 12 is not 
only on the acquisition of knowledge, but also on the development of characteristics, skills, and talents, 
which will lead to life-long personal and career satisfaction. 
 
JOURNALISM FINAL PROJECT 
 
Students will complete a final project for the semester, which will be a cumulative display of student 
work. The components of the project will be graded individually throughout the semester and then 
reassessed in the final project format.  
 
The project will be a full tabloid page created in InDesign featuring the following: 
 

• Four examples of Journalistic writing (news, feature, sports, and opinion) with the student’s by- 
line 

• Appropriate headlines for each piece of writing 
• A dominant image (photo or graphic) with caption 
• A folio with “Journalism” as the section label 
• An advertisement created by the student 

 
 
 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT FORMAT 
 
• All assignments are to be neatly written in blue/black ink, on loose-leaf paper with holes intact. 
• All papers should include right-justified heading with full name, date, class, and title 
• All question responses should be in complete sentences. 
• All project should be typed, double-spaced, using 12 point Times New Roman font. 
• Typed assignments must be submitted on white typing paper using black ink. 
• All students are required to follow MLA format for all formal compositions. 
• The Meade Academic Honesty Policy is always in effect.  However, Meade’s English Department 

utilizes the website http://www.turnitin.com to actively pursue plagiarism.  Assignments of a 
questionable nature will be assessed using this software. 

 
 
LATENESS/MAKE-UP POLICY 



 
• Homework is not accepted late, except in the case of excused absences or tardies.  Major papers and 

projects may be turned in one calendar day (24 hours) late for one grade lower score. 
• All work missed as a result of absence may be turned in late for full credit. 
• All absent students have the same number of days absent to make up missed work.  Long-term 

assignments are due on the dates scheduled. 
 
EXTRA HELP 
 
• Students are encouraged to communicate with teachers when they feel that they are in need of extra 

help and support.  After school sessions will be scheduled to provide this extra assistance, at the 
mutual convenience of student and teacher. 

• Meade’s English Department offers the service of an after-school WRITING LAB every Wednesday.  
The school provides an activity bus for students needing transportation.  Students in need of additional 
assistance on composition assignments can signup through their English teacher in advance. 

 
COURSE ASSESSMENT 
 
Grade Scales:  A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69, E=59 and below; Zeroes (0) will be assigned for 
all missing assignments. 
 
Grades will be determined from the following areas: 
 
Written Responses   40% 

• Projects 
• Final project components  
• Assignments 

Assessments    20% 
• Chapter Tests 
• Quizzes 
 

Final Project    25% 
Homework/Participation  15% 
 



This page should be signed and returned to YOUR JOURNALISM 
TEACHER. 
 
In order for the attached policies to have the greatest effect, I need your 
attentive support.  Please discuss the attached policies and procedures with 
your child, sign it and return it to me.  By signing this portion, both you and 
your child have agreed to the policies mentioned in the course outline. 
 
 
student’s name (please print) 
 
 
 
student’s signature        date 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian’s name (please print) 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian’s signature      date 
 
 
Parents: 
 
If you would like the option of receiving: 
information on daily homework assignments 
weekly grade updates 
 
Please CLEARLY PRINT your e-mail address on the line 
below  
 
 
 
 



 
Fall Semester 2006      Mr. Eng 
Period 2A and 3A      JEng@AACPS.org 
. 
All paper work must be handed in to me directly.  Any paper left anonymously on my desk will be 
disregarded.   Any paper without a full name at the heading will be disregarded.  This is to assure that 
work is not lost and I give you all the credit you deserve for your hard work and effort on your written 
assignments.  My grading policy for written work is very simple and easy to calculate yourself.  Your 
total quarter grade is based on a series of POINTS that you earn with each assignment completed.  You 
will have ample opportunity to earn points and extra credit points during all four quarters.  I will make 
every attempt to return graded material to you promptly. 
      
ABSENCES:  If you should miss class for an EXCUSED absence and I have signed your readmit slip: 
-You will need to check the class calendar or and the file cabinet for all missed assignments. 
-You have as many days missed to hand in all make-up work.  For example, if you are absent for 1 class 
period, you have one class period to make up missed work.  NO EXCEPTIONS. Any long term written 
projects will be due the day you return from being out. 
 
Materials 
1-1/12 inch, three ring binder with 3 dividers and loose-leaf paper-- subdivide your English section into 3 
other sections--DRILLS, CLASSWORK,  & HOMEWORK--NO SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS PLEASE!! 
Pens, blue or black ink, pencils, #2 lead 
Colored pencils or pens for checking; you may not write your assignments in colored inks or gel pens! 
A separate composition book for a class journal—black/white composition books are preferred 
 
During the school year you will be required to: 
 
Enter the room on time quietly and take your assigned seat immediately.  Copy the drill or notes or begin 
the assignment. STUDENTS NOT IN THEIR SEATS WHEN THE BELL RINGS WILL BE 
CONSIDERED LATE AND SENT FOR LATE PASSES WITH THE APPROPRIATE 
CONSEQUENCES 
 
You will be issued 4 Bathroom passes for each marking period students requiring more will need to 
produce a note from the school nurse.  Other permission to leave the classroom will be granted on an 
emergency basis. 
.   
During class discussions, calling out will not be permitted.  Raise your hand, wait until called upon by the 
teacher, and respond to the topic of discussion. 
 
NO eating or drinking of food or drinks in class. Water is permitted. 
Off task behavior during class time will not be tolerated. 
The bell is a reminder to the teacher.  The class period is not finished until the teacher dismisses the class.  
Remain seated until dismissed. 
Your agenda book is to be used for keeping up with homework and other assignments and will be 
checked regularly. 
The teacher is available before and after class to offer extra help or explain grades. 
 
Every possible attempt is made to keep you up to date on assignments, but you need to use the available 
resources.   I am available for after school help if it is needed (TWTh only).  If you don’t get the grade 
you want, it is because I didn’t get the work I wanted! 


